Accommodation




? IVING at home
When you leave school it does not mean you always

leave home. In fact it is a good idea when you finish school
and start to do more study or work to have your family around
you to support you through this change. Living at home is a
great way to get this support and it is cheaper than moving
out.

If you do live at home there are some things your family may
want you to help with:

*  Your parents may have already talked with you about hav-
ing to pay ‘board’. When you start earning money or start
getting money from Centrelink many parents think that
you should help contribute to the electricity, the phone or
water that you use. This is what board is, helping to pay
for the things you use in the house.

*  Your family may also ask that you help with some of the
jobs around the house. Some jobs include vacuuming,
mowing the lawns, washing your clothes, stacking and

emptying the dishwasher.

It may be a good idea to sit down and discuss with your family
what they expect you to help with.




IVING away from home

Life may get a little crowded for you at home and you may want to
move out. There are a few things to think about before you make the
big move.

. Think about whether you want to rent a place for yourself or share a place
with others for a bit of company. Sharing will reduce the amount you have to
pay in rent. Make sure there are house rules and rosters for cleaning, cooking
and shopping. These need to be talked about before you move in and sign the
paperwork.

. If you do decide to move out of home you need to think about how much it
will cost before you make the move. Write a list of all the big items you will
have to pay for such as rent, electricity, telephone, food, and gas. These need
to be paid for once a week or every one to three months. Remember that you
will also have to pay bond money before you move in. This is a one-off pay-
ment that is usually equal to four weeks rent.

. Setting up your own place will also cost money. You will need chairs, couches,
tables, a fridge, washing machine, a bed, a cupboard, maybe a TV, cleaning
equipment, plates, cups, bowls, cutlery, cooking equipment. There are many
other things you will need. If you are sharing with other people you may find
they have some of these items. Make sure you find out what they already have
before you buy all the items. Why not make a list of everything you need. Get
your parents to have a look at your list. You do not want to miss an essential
item! Perhaps your parents may even have some items they no longer use and
can lend them to you.

To help with the costs of moving out of home:
. Write a budget for yourself. Include ‘one oft” items you will need to buy such
as a washing machine and a couch, plus on-going expenses such as food,

clothes, money for entertainment and the bills.

. Contact Centrelink to tell them your plans. You may find that they can help
with some of the expenses.

(See the information sheet on Financial Issues)




